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CURRICULUM VITAE
EDUCATION

2008-2013


McCormack Graduate School of Policy &

                                                Global Studies, University of Massachusetts Boston (UMass)




Ph.D. Public Policy
2003-2004 


School of African and Oriental Studies, University of London (External Program)




M.Sc., Development Finance, with distinction



1997



Institute of Business Administration (IBA), University of Karachi, Pakistan





M.B.A. – Concentration: Finance, MBA Gold Medalist
1994-1996


IBA, University of Karachi, Pakistan





B.B.A. – Concentration: Finance, BBA Silver Medalist
ACADEMIC EMPLOYMENT

Sept.2011-Present
Lecturer
Department of Economics, UMass Boston




Courses taught: Economic Development, Introduction to Economic Issues

Sept.2008-Present
Research Fellow
Center for Social Policy, UMass Boston

Policy evaluations and consultancy projects include: Massachusetts Dept. of Elementary & Secondary Education’s data systems and family literacy program, Massachusetts Dept. of Transitional Assistance’s Family Homelessness Prevention Program, the Fireman Foundation’s One Family Scholar Project for college-going single mothers, the Greater Boston Interfaith Organization’s Moving from Debts to Assets Program, and the analysis of the Massachusetts Midwifery Workforce Survey in collaboration with the Center for Women in Politics & Public Policy, UMass Boston.

DISSERTATION

Microfinance: A Tool for Financial Access, Poverty Alleviation or Gender Empowerment? – Empirical Findings from Pakistan.
CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 

“Does Financial Market Diversification in Non-OECD Countries Reduce Macroeconomic Volatility? An Econometric Exploration.” (Mar. 7, 2014), with Christian Weller. Annual Conference of the Eastern Economic Association, Boston.
“Commercialization, Financial Access and Poverty in Pakistan.” (Mar. 7, 2014). Annual Conference of the Eastern Economic Association, Boston.

 “The Political Economy of Microfinance as a New-Age Development Tool.” (Mar. 27, 2014). In panel titled “Macro- and Micro- Perspectives of Governance and Development”. International Studies Association’s 55th Annual Convention. Toronto, Canada. 

“Does Microfinance Really Work in Conflict Zones? Empirical Findings from Pakistan.” (Mar. 28, 2014). In panel titled “Myth-busting in South Asia: New Research Perspectives on Pakistan and Afghanistan”. International Studies Association’s 55th Annual Convention. Toronto, Canada. 

“Changing Trends in Microfinance’s Emphasis on Gender.” (Jan. 4, 2014). In panel titled “Diversity in Business: International Evidence”. International Association For Feminist Economics, Association for Allied Social Sciences Association (ASSA), Philadelphia, PA. 

“The “Smart Economics” of Participatory Development in Conflict Areas – a Cautionary Tale.” (June 3, 2013). In panel titled “The Gendered Political Economy of Building Peace in Conflict-Affected States” - Conflict Transformation through Economic Development and Innovation Conference. University of Mass. Lowell: A Department of State Project.

 “Microfinance and Human Development: Does Institutional Form Matter?” (Jan. 4, 2013). Poster Session. Association of Comparative Economic Studies, ASSA. San Diego, CA.
“Microfinance and Poverty Alleviation: Findings from Pakistan.” (Nov. 1, 2012). In panel titled “Microcredit: (De)Constructing Capabilities in the Age of Capitalism.” Annual Conference of the Social Science History Association. Vancouver, Canada.
“Microfinance and the Promise of Social Change – Can a Financial Intervention Empower Women?” (Apr. 18, 2012). IX Annual Social Theory Forum. U Mass Boston.
“Financial Market Diversity and Macroeconomic Stability.” (Mar. 11, 2012). Annual Conference for the Eastern Economic Association, Boston.
INVITED TALKS

 “How Institutional Structure Shapes Outcomes in Microfinance”. (Feb. 5, 2013). McCormack School of Policy & Global Studies, UMass Boston. Research Seminar Series.
“Microfinance, Poverty and Gender Empowerment – Evidence from the Field”. (Nov. 28, 2012). Center for Social Policy, UMass Boston.
“Closing Resource Gaps: Microfinance?” (Sept. 25, 2012). College of Management, UMass Boston. Course: “Social Enterprise and Poverty Alleviation”.
“Using Technology in Qualitative Research” with Risa Takenaka. (Mar. 8, 2012). McCormack Graduate School, UMass Boston. Course “Qualitative Research Methods”.

PEER REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS
“Microfinance – To What End? Findings from Pakistan”. (Mar. 8, 2014). The Economic & Political Weekly
Review of “Social Justice and Gender Equality: Rethinking Development Strategies and Macroeconomic Policies” Eds. Günseli Berik, Yana van der Meulen Rodgers & Ann Zammit. (2011). Feminist Economics, Vol. 15(4). 
NON-PEER REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS 
‘Virtuous’ Debt Status and Precarious Living. (October 28, 2013). Dawn, Pakistan

Microfinance: Time for Soul Searching (September 16, 2013). Dawn, Pakistan.

Hunger Amidst Plenty – A Review of “Ash in the Belly – India’s Unfinished Battle with Hunger” by Harsh Mander. (June 16, 2013). Dawn, Pakistan. 
The Economy of Shame – A Review of “Microfinance and Its Discontents – Women in Debt in Bangladesh” by Lamia Karim. (November 2011). Wellesley Women’s Review of Books. 

WORKING PAPERS

Christian Weller and Ghazal Zulfiqar. (2013). “Financial Market Diversity and Macroeconomic Stability”. Political Economy Research Institute, University of Massachusetts Amherst.


http://www.peri.umass.edu/236/hash/baf0a4c10cf6e31aa93603cd2634e024/publication/579/
Donna Haig Friedman and Ghazal Zulfiqar. Massachusetts’ System Redesign to End Homelessness: An Overview and Assessment. (2009). Center for Social Policy, UMass Boston. 
Michael E. Stone & Ghazal Zulfiqar. Boston Housing Authority Section 8 Waiting List: A Socio-Economic Profile. (2009).  Center for Social Policy, UMass Boston.
Michael E. Stone, Ghazal Zulfiqar & Elaine Werby. Boston Housing Authority Section 8 Recipients: A Socio-Economic Profile. (2009). Center for Social Policy, UMass Boston.

Michael E. Stone, Ghazal Zulfiqar & Elaine Werby. Boston Housing Authority Public Housing Recipients: A Socio-Economic Profile. (2009). Center for Social Policy, UMass Boston.  

GRANTS

June 2012-June2013 

$5,000 Doctoral Dissertation Grant, UMass Boston. 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
2014

Session chair for panel titled “Financial Markets and Well Being: Macro and Micro Perspectives”, Eastern Economic Association Annual Conference, Boston.

2014

Discussant on panel titled “Globalization, Gender & Development” – for the ASSA-International Association of Feminist Economists (IAFFE) Conference.

2012

Manuscript reviewed for Organization.
2012

Organized panel titled “Recent Developments in Development Finance” for the Eastern Economic Association’s Annual Conference.

OTHER EMPLOYMENT
2002-03 
Arkansas Public Policy Panel, Little Rock





       
  
Americorps VISTA – Agriculture Organizer 
1999-2000
Investment Banking Group, Citigroup Karachi, Pakistan


         
Financial Analyst 
Projects include future receivables securitization for the national airline, and consortium-based financings for various multinationals 
1998-99
Global Project Finance, Citigroup London

   




Financial Analyst
Projects include the Sidi Krir private power project in Egypt, World Bank guaranteed financing on the Kalagala Falls power project in Uganda, power plant financing in Tanzania, methanol plant financing in Equatorial Guinea, and the AES Haripur power plant in Bangladesh. 
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